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“What am I doing here?” Erika 
recalled asking herself as she parked 
her car. It was her first day on the 
campus of First Baptist Church. 
Erika had come for the Spring 2022 
Christian Job Corps session. She was 
invited some days before by a friend 
who knew she could benefit from the 
program.

Christian Men’s and Women’s Job 
Corps is a program designed to equip 
men and women with essential skills 
to improve their lives. It provides 
intensive courses that include Bible 

study, finance, co-dependency, and 
computer classes. Students are 
assigned a mentor and build self-
esteem, self-confidence, and skills 
essential to success in life and work.

“I was reluctant to accept the 
invitation because I was in a very 
dark place, in a very dark tunnel that 
I couldn’t see my way out of,” Erika 
shared. “I really wanted to just drive 
away and go home.”

Erika stayed. She signed a covenant, 
agreeing to the values and goals of 

Christian Job Corps
“What Am I Doing Here?”

Top: Erika and mentor, Sandy Beavers, 
pose with family at the CJC graduation 

reception.  Bottom: Erica walks the stage
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the program and that she would 
miss no more than two classes. A 
few months later she stood before 
a small crowd in the sanctuary of 
First Baptist Church, selected from 
amongst a handful of Spring 2022 
graduates to give a speech.

“Over the course of these 12 weeks,” 
Erika shared, “I’ve learned that we 
were created to work, and work 
builds value. Since January, I had 
been asking God to fill me with love, 
peace, and joy. I never knew that 
was a verse in the Bible; it is found in 
Romans 15:13.”

Erika went on to thank the many 
volunteers who played a part in 
transforming her life through the 

12-week program. She shared some 
of the highlights. She laughed about 
learning to power on a computer. 
She reflected on learning to give God 
the first fruits of her labor. She also 
shared about a mentor from First 
Baptist, Sandy Beavers.

“Through her, God has worked 
miraculously in my life,” Erika said. 
“She has taught me love -- self-love 
and love for others -- and that I, along 
with God, will and can triumph.”

As she continued her speech, the 
answer to her original question 
became more and more clear. 

“Before you stands a woman who 
was broken, lost, and ready to give 
up. This program -- CJC, along with 
Kim [Zimmer], Jeannie [Lira}, and, of 
course, my own special crazy lady, 
Sandy – have helped me to see all 
the possibilities available to me. 
They’ve taught me to rely on God 

for everything – from my self-worth 
to everyday living. I’m so grateful 
for these three God-fearing women. 
Thank you to the teachers who have 
shown us love, grace, and, most 
importantly, how God could use us -- 
the lost and the broken – for His work 
and His glory.”

That’s what she was doing here: 
learning how God could use us for His 
work and His glory.

The Spring 2022 session of Christian Job Corps held their program 
graduation ceremony on April 27, 2022 in the FBC sanctuary. 

“God has worked 
miraculously in my life”
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FBC’s Fall session of Christian Job Corps will meet September 27 to November 
17 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 12:00pm-3:00pm. This 
transformative program is in need of mentors, teachers, and volunteers to 
serve! Even if your availability is limited, there are  still many ways to help. 
CJC provides tools and support to help participants make progress toward 
educational and employment dreams and goals. Contact the church office or 
cjcofama@gmail.com if you’re ready to volunter!

Christian Job Corps Needs You, Too



As children, elderly men, women, and huddles of teenagers trickled into the sanctuary at 617 
N Buchanan Street, a new excitement could be felt in the room. The morning service would 
be the dedication of a newly acquired church campus, a small facility which will receive new 
life after remaining unused for the better part of three years.

For Pastor Rainbow Gold and those who belong to Karen First Baptist Church (KFBC), this 
second Sunday of September was a long time in the making. 

Not long after Karen (kah-REN) refugees first began arriving in Amarillo in 2012, First Baptist 
Church began providing space for worship in the Karen language. The Karen people, one of 
many ethnolinguistic groups displaced by violence and unrest in Burma (Myanmar), had a 

Able to Stand
Karen FBC Dedicates New Building

TREVOR BROWN

Members of Karen First Baptist Church of Amarillo prepare for a ribbon cutting ceremony at a new worship location in Amarillo on September 11, 2022.
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rich, Christian tradition but no place to gather. 

In May of 2012, a group of families began weekly 
worship in FBC’s Original Building, the small white 
chapel at 12th and S Tyler. Led by their new Pastor, 
Rainbow Gold, the group was warmly welcomed 
by FBC, becoming regular parts of weekly English 
classes, Sunday Bible study, children’s ministry, and 
more. Amidst the many challenges of relocation 
and language barriers, these families found faithful 
support and countless hours of assistance from 
people at First Baptist.

“When we first started, we had about 16 families,” 
Pastor Rainbow recalled. “I received so much help 
in those days from Carter Kelly. I remember how 
grateful and touched I was as he worked hard to help 

even in the week that he passed away. Many others 
too, like Bob Herich. We could call them, and they 
would help people with whatever they could.”

Not long after those early days, the congregation was 
able to make a more permanent home at Buchanan 
Street Chapel (1515 Buchanan St.), a mission 
location of FBC Amarillo since 1989. There the church 
continued to grow, both in number and in hope for 
the future. 

In May of 2022, KFBC celebrated its 10 year 
anniversary. When the Karen choir joined the weekly 
services at First Baptist to mark the occasion, they 
represented more than 90 families who now belong 
to KFBC. 

Members of Karen First Baptist Church of Amarillo prepare for a ribbon cutting ceremony at a new worship location in Amarillo on September 11, 2022.
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“We have been growing because you [FBC] were 
supporting us,” Pastor Rainbow recalled. “and we 
had a vision to be able to stand on our own.” It 
was this vision that led them to purchase a church 
property at 617 N Buchanan, shortly after celebrating 
their 10th anniversary as Karen First Baptist Church 
of Amarillo. 

In speaking about First Baptist Church, Pastor 
Rainbow summarized the support succinctly: “You 
prepared us to stand.” Looking to the future, he 
added, “It’s important to us that our relationship and 
work together stays the same.”

Karen FBC celebrates at the ribbon cutting ceremony at 617 N Buchanan St. on September 11, 2022

The Karen FBC choir begins worship at the 8:30am service on May 15, 2022, marking 10 years of partnership in ministry.
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Around the
World
Sharing and Serving with 
Global Partners

LEBANON

On a hill outside of Beirut, a small boys’ home and school have stood 
the test of time. Once occupying land well outside Lebanon’s capital 
city, Dar Al Awlad, “The Children’s Home,” is now surrounded by multi-
story housing units and busy streets. Today, it continues to be a beacon 
of hope in the midst of life’s greatest challenges.

Born in a day when Palestinian refugee children needed greater care, 
this ministry continues to house children of geopolitical conflict, most 
recently Syrian refugees. These days, extreme inflation, economic 
uncertainty, and political challenges seem to take turns burdening the 
country. Kids Alive Lebanon continues to rise to the challenge. Together, 
the residential and educational programs of KAL provide care to as 
many as 150 children every year with a growing outreach to parents and 

TREVOR BROWN

11First Baptist Church Amarillo



12 The Journal

families in their community.

Returning for the first time since 2019, this year’s 
FBC summer mission team joined KAL staff and 
volunteers in providing a summer camp for children 
in the area, as well as a program for mothers 
alongside. Each day of the week-long camp began 
with songs, some in English, some in Arabic. 

The program was full of Bible stories, memory 
verses, crafts, and games, all focused on knowing 
and sharing Christ. Together, the mixed team of 
Lebanese and American volunteers provided a 
summer program that filled a gap in the children’s 
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long summer break and brought joy and hope in the 
midst of their family’s struggles. 

ZAMBIA

A little more than four years ago, Christ Life Church 
in Zambia (one of FBC Amarillo’s global ministry 
partners) was breaking ground for the first time at 
its newly acquired plot of land in Ibex Meanwood, 
a neighborhood on the east side of Lusaka.  As the 
capital city, Lusaka’s population exceeds 3 million 
people. The vision of CLC was to “transform lives for 
Jesus Christ.”

FBC Amarillo’s summer mission team was met with 
a multitude of service opportunities and even more 
reasons to be encouraged by the ministry happening 
in Lusaka. In addition to leading in Sunday 
morning worship, through preaching and children’s 
programing, the group was able to serve and share 
with various ministries that FBC Partnership Missions 
giving continues to support. Among these were a 
feeding center in the nearby Chainda slum, a school 
serving K-3 grades, and a girls’ transit home.

These ministries give a glimpse of the heart of 
Christ Life Church. At each turn in the church’s short 
history, it has risen to meet new challenges. First, 



it was a commitment to be located within walking 
distance of one of the city’s poorest areas. From that 
came a weekly feeding ministry and educational 
programs for children in that area. Today, more than 
500 are served every week. Entrepreneurship and 
career building programs for adults, like a sewing 
empowerment ministry, soon followed. 

Next, an encounter with a vulnerable group of 
girls living on the inner-city streets led Christ Life 
Ministries to create a home for eleven girls and 
three babies. There, the girls receive supervision, 
counseling, education, and the love of Jesus Christ.  
Seeking to meet the needs of these and so many 
other in the next generation, the vision to house a 

school on its campus has also taken shape. What 
started in a small building with three classrooms has 
grown to three large buildings with more on the way. 

With all the ministry taking place, CLC continues to 
grow as a place of worship and discipleship for the 
surrounding community. Even more, the church has 
been instrumental in planting churches in four other 
surrounding areas. The vision to transform lives for 
Jesus Christ continues to bear much fruit.
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Kids Alive Lebanon summer camp with FBC Amarillo
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Top: FBC members meet with a mother and kids in her home in Lusaka. Center: CLC features 
women from its tailoring empowerment ministry. Bottom: Kids Alive Lebanon camp crafts.
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4 Amarillo Mission Week
Unity and Diversity

On Monday, June 27, two local Amarillo parks began to 
fill with volunteers and neighbors alike. Chairs, tables, 
tents, meals, speakers, crafts, games, Bible stories, and 
more were all a part of two simultaneous events taking 
place as a part of 4Amarillo Mission Week.

Since 2014, four downtown churches have been coming 
together for various mission projects in Amarillo. 
Members of FBC, Polk St. Methodist, Central Church of 
Christ, and First Presbyterian gather annually for joint 
worship and, in this case, service. This year, dozens of 
volunteers could be found at two different locations, 
partnering together to provide events to share and 
connect with neighborhood residents. 

Each of the 4Amarillo churches has a regular presence, 
whether through programs or support, on the 
campuses of either Wills Elementary or San Jacinto 
Elementary. Summer missions that serve these same 
families and utilize the schools’ adjoining parks have 
been a natural fit. 

The program began around 5:00pm at both locations as 
volunteers began serving free meals to all who decided 
to come. Invitations were given at summer school, 
made through phone calls, and offered door to door. 
Some days the grills were going, preparing hot dogs or 
hamburgers. Other days Chick-fil-a brought attention. 
Some came at the sight of free snow cones.

“Those are the people 
from last time”
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 Regardless of how area residents 
heard about free food and fun 
in the park, they were met by a 
joyful, welcoming, and prepared 
group of volunteers. Visitors were 
quick to choose their size t-shirt 
and join in this 4Amarillo week in 
the park. 

“I saw them setting up,” one 
neighbor shared, “and I told my 
kids, ‘Those are the people with 
green shirts from last time!’ So, 
we got ready to walk over.” This 
year the shirts were blue, but the 
plan was the same. After the meal, 
kids were placed in groups to 
rotate through the Bible stories, 
memory verse games, crafts, 
and recreation. Adults grouped 

together at tables to share crafts 
or games with volunteers. Each 
day the Bible story connected to 
a common theme from Ephesians 
2:10: that we are designed by God 
and made for His purpose. Most of 
the groups could recite the verse 
by memory halfway through the 
week.

In all, the 4Amarillo Mission week 
was a testimony of both unity and 
diversity. The gatherings varied 
widely. Volunteers signed up 
from four different congregations. 
Some guests were longtime 
neighborhood homeowners; 
some were recent Burmese or 

Right: Students enjoyed meals, 
songs, teaching, and crafts provided 

by the four churches.
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“Created in 
Christ Jesus 

to do good works”

“We are God’s handiwork!” the 
children shouted in unison from 
the memory verse game. “Created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance 
for us to do. Eee-feee-shuns. Two. 
Ten.”

Afghan refugees. Some arrived 
with the whole family in tow; 
others rode bikes or walked from 
broken homes. 

The diversity was welcomed and 
apparent, but so was the unity. All 
who came and all who left heard 
the news that binds us together: 
We are designed by God and 
made for His purpose.  
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This month, Amarillo will mark one year since the resettlement of its first Afghan refugees in years. 
When America’s 20 year intervention in Afghanistan came to an end, local Amarillo resettlement 
agencies had a good idea what to expect and few resources with which to prepare. Local churches 
like First Baptist Amarillo were prepared to fill the gap.

By the end of January of 2022, FBC Amarillo members were arriving to worship to find the halls 
lined with empty tubs labeled “Welcome Kits.” The essential items needed for arriving families were 
listed inside. Some held personal items, some bathroom, several for the kitchen, and others had 
cleaning supplies. One apartment of items is contained in six kits. In a matter of weeks, FBC Amarillo 
had collected enough Welcome Kits to meet the needs for dozens of families. Bedding, pillows, and 
additional items were purchased using donations. Providing these allowed local agencies to use 
client’s funds for other pressing needs, like groceries, cell phones, or school supplies. By the end of 
July 2022, FBC had provided essential household items for hundreds of Afghan refugees in Amarillo.

Beyond donations, Welcome Kits have opened doors for many to build new relationships. Some 
have “adopted” a family, staying in touch throughout the year to meet needs. Invitations were made 
to the church’s weekly ESL classes where dozens are still enrolled. FBC members have helped enroll 
kids in school, host baby showers, make appointments, give rides, buy groceries, and fix sewing 
machines. The boxes continue to serve newly arriving families from places like the Congo.

The heart of First Baptist Amarillo is never clearer than when great needs are placed before it. When 
met with new challenges, the people of First Baptist Amarillo continue to respond in the love of 
Christ and the love of their neighbors.

F I R S T  W E L C O M E
RESPONDING TO REFUGEE NEEDS
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Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
Make known among the nations what he has done. 

Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.
Psalm 105:1-2


